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EVERY JOINT SUPPLIETH

PART 1

APRIL 1987

THE LORD HAS BEEN DEALING WITH ME FOR ABOUT 6 WEEKS NOW, CONCERNING THE
FUNCTION OF THE MANY MEMBERED BODY OF CHRIST, WHICH THE BIBLE ALSO CALLS THE
CHURCH. | HAVE LAID AWAKE AT NIGHT DURING MUCH OF THIS TIME, WITH ONE CERTAIN
SCRIPTURE TURNING OVER AND OVER IN MY MIND, UNTIL FINALLY THAT SCRIPTURE BEGAN
TO CAUSE A PICTURE TO FORM, AND THIS MESSAGE BEGAN TO COME TOGETHER. WE ARE
GOING TO TITLE THE MESSAGE, “EVERY JOINT SUPPLIETH,” AND | BELIEVE YOU WILL AGREE
WITH THE TITLE, AS THE LORD OPENS THE THOUGHT UP TO US. THIS SIDE OF THE DARK
AGES, INDIVIDUALS HAVE BEEN LED TO BELIEVE THE DAY THEY ARE BORN AGAIN, THEY
RECEIVE ALL THAT THEY NEED. WELL IT IS A FACT, THAT WHEN YOU RECEIVE THE HOLY
GHOST, YOU HAVE THE POTENTIAL IN YOU, FOR ALL THAT GOD EVER EXPECTS TO MOLD IN
YOU; BUT BIRTH IS ONLY THE BEGINNING. YOUR SPIRITUAL STATURE MUST BE MOLDED
OVER A PROCESS OF TIME, JUST LIKE YOUR PHYSICAL STATURE IS. PHYSICALLY, WHEN A
NEW BORN BABY LIES IN ITS MOTHER'S ARMS, IT HAS NO THOUGHTS ABOUT WHAT IT WILL
BE LIKE WHEN IT REACHES ADULTHOOD, AND SPIRITUALLY, WE ARE JUST ABOUT THE SAME
WAY. OUR LACK OF KNOWLEDGE OF THE SCRIPTURES, ON HOW TO OBTAIN SPIRITUAL
GROWTH, MANY TIMES LEAVES US VICTIMS OF THE DEVIL BECAUSE OF THAT, AND WE FIND
OURSELVES DRIFTING INTO A CERTAIN TREND, NOT KNOWING WHAT TO DO ABOUT IT.
TRADITIONAL TEACHING HAS PUMPED CERTAIN IDEAS INTO OUR HEADS, AND MANY TIMES
WHAT IS EXPECTED OF US AMOUNTS TO NOTHING MORE THAN REFORM, WHEN IN REALITY
IT SHOULD BE A COMPLETE RENEWING, BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD WHICH WE RECEIVE. THE
BIBLE TELLS US THAT WE ARE BORN SINNERS, EVEN THOUGH WE HAVE NEVER TOLD A LIE,
NOR STOLE ANYTHING, NOR DONE ANYTHING ELSE THAT IS ASSOCIATED WITH SIN. WHY?
BECAUSE SIN WAS IMPUTED TO ADAM, AS A RESULT OF HIS DISOBEDIENCE TO THE WORD
OF GOD, AND WE INHERITED THAT FALLEN NATURE THROUGH OUR NATURAL BIRTH, BEING
HIS DESCENDANTS. IN OTHER WORDS, WE HAVE THE POTENTIAL IN US BECAUSE OF OUR
INHERITED NATURE, TO BE MEANER THAN THE DEVIL HIMSELF, BUT WE ALSO HAVE THE
POTENTIAL TO BE JUST THE OPPOSITE, AND ONLY TIME ITSELF PROVES WHICH WAY WE
WILL GO. THERE ARE COMMUNITIES THAT ARE COMPLETELY VOID OF ANY CHRISTIAN
INFLUENCE, AND THE IDEA OF GOING TO CHURCH IS NEVER EVEN A CONSIDERATION.
THEREFORE PEOPLE IN THOSE COMMUNITIES ARE MORE PRONE TO BE DRUNKS, BRAWLERS,
AND WHATEVER ELSE YOU CAN THINK OF, BUT YOU SEE NONE OF THAT IN THE LITTLE
NEWBORN BABIES OF THOSE PEOPLE. YOU WOULD NEVER LOOK AT A SWEET LITTLE
BUNDLE OF LOVE, LYING THERE INITS MOTHER’S ARMS AND SAY, THERE LIES ALITTLE DEVIL
THAT WOULD JUST AS SOON CUT YOUR THROAT AS TO LOOK AT YOU. YET 15 YEARS LATER,
IT COULD VERY WELL BE LIKE THAT. WHY IS THAT SO? BECAUSE IT WAS BORN A SINNER,
WITH ANATURE TO REBEL AGAINST THE WAYS OF GOD, AND UNLESS GOD GETS AHOLD OF
THAT LIFE AND CHANGES IT, THOSE NATURAL TRAITS EXPRESS THEMSELVES. OHIAMNOT
ATTRIBUTING THAT JUST MERELY TO AN ENVIRONMENT. THAT WAS JUST AN ILLUSTRATION,
TO CALL YOUR ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT WITHOUT CHRISTIAN INFLUENCE, THOSE
NATURAL HUMAN TENDENCIES ARE MORE LIKELY TO BE EXPRESSED IN EXTREMITY.
CHARACTER, ATTITUDE, AND PERSONALITY ARE BUILT INTO THE MAKEUP OF A CHILD BY THE
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EXAMPLES AND INFLUENCE OF THOSE AROUND IT. THAT IS WHY THE WORLD IS LIKE IT IS
TODAY; CHRISTIAN INFLUENCE HAS STEADILY DIMINISHED RIGHT ON THROUGH THE YEARS:
INSTEAD OF GROWING STRONGER, AND GENTILES ARE FAST RETURNING TO THE WAYS OF
THEIR ANCESTORS WHICH WERE PAGANS BEFORE THEY RECEIVED THE GOSPEL OF JESUS
CHRIST.

SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN LOVE

There is a lot going through my mind as | start this message; but let us open our Bibles to Ephesians
4:15 and read a few verses. “But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into Him in all things,
which is the head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted
by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every
part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.” Out of this world of sinners
by nature, God has called unto himself individuals that have responded to the wooing of His Spirit, and
obeyed the gospel message according to the measure of revelation that was presented to them; and
these individuals, joined together by a common bond, and the Spirit of unity, are known as the body of
Christ; for he lives, and is demonstrated through them, because of His spirit that dwells in them. The
process of our entering into that body, is called the new birth, or our born again experience; and in that
body, which is universal, every member has a particular function to fulfill; just like the individual members
as our human body; and when any member lets down on his part, the body is weakened, and fails in
some area. But the whole function is built around one thing, speaking the truth in love, the kind of love
God has for us, not our human love which we so often exercise our Christian actions in. The love of God
looks beyond our physical appearance, right into the depths of our hearts, and deals with us accordingly;
to mold us into the very image of His only begotten son. The wart on our chin, nor the freckle on the tip
of our nose, has nothing at all to do with our spiritual image. Our spiritual image is portrayed by the way
we live our lives and present ourselves, in this wicked world of perversion and degradation. We have
to live in the same society with Satan’s crowd; but thank God, we do not have to partake of their evil
deeds. We may not have much of a voice in what goes around us, but we have the assurance of
knowing that we are under the watch-care of a sovereign God that loves us, and that is able to preserve
us until his purpose is accomplished in our lives. | know it appears to some that God is no longer in
control; but | assure you, that Satan can only do what God allows him to do. This disease called Aids,
which is striking fear in the hearts of so many people, is a curse of God; sent upon this perverted society
that has locked Him out of their schools, and their governmental bodies; but they refuse to believe that
itis. We never had Aids 50 years ago. Venereal disease of 50 years ago had been around for hundreds
of years, and a decent lifestyle kept people free from it, but this Aids seems to reach beyond that, and
touch the lives of people who have not indulged in those perverted practices. It just goes to show that
when a generation of people reject Christian influence, and make laws to keep God out of the picture,
he has his ways of dealing with them. He is the only one that knows what is in the heart of every
individual upon the face of this earth today; therefore not one of us has the right to accuse Him of being
unjust. In the 9™ chapter of Ezekiel, God had His mark set on the foreheads of those that signed and
cried because of the abominations that were done in their midst; and He is still the same today. What
He hated then, He still hates; and He has His own way of dealing with it, when it reaches a certain state
of corruption, and he is not obligated to explain it to anyone.

WE EACH HAVE SOMETHING TO DO

People try to excuse their ungodly ways by saying, | was born that way; | cannot help what | do. But |
would like to say this, You were born a sinner; that is true, but time itself has made you what you are
today. It takes time for the devil, the god of this world, to mold in us and manifest things through us, that
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God despises. Likewise when we become a child of God, we are not immediately what God wants us
to be, but we immediately have every potential in us, and over a process of time, God molds us into the
very image of his only begotten Son. Every advance in our spiritual stature moves us a little closer to
that ultimate goal. | have been a Christian for thirty some years, and | am still learning some things from
the word of God; so do not ever allow yourself to reach a place where you feel there is nothing left in
God’s word to be revealed. Many have done that through the ages; that is why we have all these
denominations out here. But the true child of God knows he must keep an open mind and move on with
the revelation that is given him, and according to the apostle Paul, every member contributes something.
We are joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth. In this great body of
believers, we each have a job to do. There is a spiritual something that we each one contribute to the
body as a whole, that serves to make that body a little more into the image of what Jesus is coming back
after. This building is not the Church; it is only a place where this element of the Church meets to
worship God, and to receive further instructions for our journey. Of course, these buildings where we
meet should be treated with proper respect, because of what they are set apart for; but the only thing
holy about them is the holy people that assemble within, to worship. Well, how can we know what we
are supposed to do? Some will say. First let me say this, Our example in this Christian walk was the
very Son of God himself. He left us an example not only of how to face temptation and overcome by the
word of God, but also how to conduct ourselves in a social way. It is only after we learn how to follow
His example in their areas, that we stand in a place where God can truly lead us into a place of service.
Otherwise we many times, just simply try to do good works according to how things look to us. Brothers
and Sisters: We have got to accept the fact that we are living at the end time. The leadings of the spirit
of God are not exactly the same as what they were in the days of the early church. The Christian era
is running out, and Christianity is losing its effectiveness in the world at large. Two thousand years ago
when Jesus told his disciples, Ye are the light of the world: He was pointing to the fact that the Church
(His mystical body) was to be the only means by how truth and the virtues of a divine life would be
expressed to the world; to bring hope to those who ignorantly sat in spiritual darkness. But here in the
end time, when the Spirit of conviction is fast leaving the Gentiles, and it is becoming more and more
obvious that God has just about gleaned the last ones, it seems that the Spirit of God is leading more
and more toward perfecting those who truly are born again believers. No that does not mean that we
should stop witnessing of God’s saving grace; but we should be led of the spirit, instead of just getting
out, trying to tell everything we know, as some have been guilty of doing. Nevertheless it is stillimportant
that this perverted society be able to see something in us, as they did in those first Christians, that
caused them to say, They have been with Jesus. Why did they say that about them? Simply because
they were looking at some people that wanted to live like Jesus, talk like Jesus, and be led of the father
like Jesus was. That is what this Christian life is all about. God is seeking to mold within us those very
virtues. Satan will always put up road blocks; hoping to sidetrack us, and defeat us, but the Spirit of God
in us is our assurance that we can overcome, no matter what the old enemy throws at us.

WE SHOULD EXAMINE OUR MOTIVES

Alright, | am still on verse 15, here in Ephesians 4, that speaks of growing up in the stature of Christ.
“But speaking the TRUTH in LOVE, may grow up into Him in all things, which is the head, even
Christ.” To speak truth is one thing, but our motive for speaking is equally as important. We can speak
truth either to help someone, or in an effort to cut someone down, or just simply to let someone hear how
much we know; so | believe you should be able to see that our motive for doing what we are doing,
should be right at all times. Why did you come to church this morning? Was it just because you felt like
it was the proper thing to do? Or do you have a hunger for the word of God, and a desire to fellowship
and worship God with other saints? Every time we come through those doors; we should have a desire
to gain something that will add to our spiritual stature; and also to contribute something to the body as
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a whole, that will cause it to reflect more of the image of Christ Jesus. People are not necessarily
children of God, just simply because they went to a church house somewhere this morning. A lot of
preachers went to a building, stepped up into the pulpit, and fulfilled a religious ritual, this morning, that
never benefitted anyone the least bit. Furthermore most of what came there to hear them, came only
to fulfill a religious ritual, not expecting to gain anything spiritually. They went home just as spiritually
ignorant, as when they came. If there really is a true child of God caught in a situation like that, sooner
or later, they get so hungry they have to go looking for some spiritual food, and God eventually leads the
hungry ones to a place where that food can be found. In other words, we are living in an age, when God
is calling his people out of these religious systems, to be perfected; and the people who have sold out
to the systems are perishing with them, for it is the blind leading the blind. All those systems are
preaching an easy gospel that anyone can accept without having their normal way of life interrupted; but
in spite of that fact, the letter of the word of God that they do use, sometimes falls upon the ears of a soul
that is hungering for a new meaning in life, and God uses that to get such a person started His way. In
other words, God can save us anywhere, but we will never gain much spiritual stature sitting in the
assemblies of those religious systems. They do not even have a motive to try to be more like Jesus; they
just want to excel in fulfilling their part of the particular religious ritual, and then be free to partake of
whatever the world has to offer. Bro. Jackson: are there any exceptions? Yes, there are a few here and
there, but remember, Satan himself is the founder of all those systems of organized religion, so no matter
how sincere a person may be, if that person is tied to one of those systems, they will never reflect very
much of the true image of Jesus Christ.

THE HEAD MUST CONTROL THE BODY

Saints: There are a lot of things to consider when we determine to take stock of our own general outlook
and spiritual stature. For just the mere fact that you have come out of denominational religion does not
necessarily mean that you are growing in the image and likeness of Christ. Some people never get
serious enough for the lord to do very much for them. Being humorous is one thing, and there is nothing
wrong with that, but just constantly teasing each other, and gouging one another is not a Christian virtue;
that is the nature of an unregenerate person, and we should grow out of it somewhere along the way.
God does not tease, and he certainly takes no pleasure in seeing His redeemed children always teasing,
and many times hurting people who are more sensitive to that sort of thing. In other words, we can go
too far with anything, and God expects us to grow to the place where we realize that; and allow Him to
deliver us from it. By speaking the truth in love, we grow up into Him (Jesus) in all things. Not instantly,
but over a period of time. We are not able to see Him with out natural eyes, because He is no longer
here with us as a person; but from the scriptures, we still have Him as our example. The Holy Ghost in
us is able to take our lives and lead us into the very image and likeness of Jesus Christ, if we will just
become sensitive to His leading. | do not know how many of you have actually thought this thing all the
way through, but the apostle Paul used the human body to illustrate this unique relationship between
Christ and the Church; Christ being the head, and the Church the body. Therefore knowing this, we
ought to think some very sobering thoughts. A healthy body is completely controlled by the head; so if
the head is not in control, the body is in trouble. It takes the whole body of believers to make up the
complete stature of Jesus Christ, for no one person possesses it all. But the Church functioning as God
intended for it to, exemplifies all the qualities and virtues that Jesus Himself possessed; and that is the
only hope for a lost and dying world. As we go about from day to day, we have no way of knowing
whether we are rubbing elbows with predestinated children of God or not; therefore the Holy Ghost
should be able at any time to lead us to speak a few words to people along the road of life. When we
grow up into Him who is the head, we realize that it is the head that does the thinking, the seeing, and
the directing of the body. The physical body functions like that; and the day will soon be that the mystical
body of Christ will again function in that way. As long as tares and true believers sit together, the body
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of Christ will never function completely as God ordained it to; but the time is coming when it will; because
that is the kind of church the Lord is coming back for. But in the meanwhile, true children of God should
be growing, and learning how to be directed by the head. We do not just sit back and wait until God gets
all the tares out of our way, before we start growing. Our lack of growth is what makes it possible for
tares to sit among us, and feel right at home. When the Church started out it was pure. There were no
tares in it, and the head was in complete control; and as long as that generation remained in positions
of leadership, the tares could not getin. They only gotin as a new generation came upon the scene; that
did not have a complete revelation of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and were not completely led by the
head. Therefore to turn that condition around, and get the church back in its true function once again,
the Lord first had to restore it to a true revelation of every doctrine and precept, and get it once again,
looking to the head for its instructions. Then as the individual members of the body take on more and
more of the image and likeness of Christ, tares will begin to get very uncomfortable sitting among them,
for they will be recognized as being void of the genuine. God knows every true child of His, and he also
knows the whereabouts of every tare, and at the proper time, all the tares will be separated, and the little
bride will be dealt with to prepare her for her catching away.

WE ARE OVERCOMERS

Alright, there are many things to be said about what we are looking at here in Ephesians. It is Paul’s
description of the unique way the Church of the living God is put together. Notice verse 16 as Paul
moves on, speaking of our growing up into the head, (Christ.) “From whom the whole body fitly joined
together and compacted (how?) By that which every joint supplieth.” Every joint speaks of every
member of that great spiritual body; and when each one of us fulfills our place in the body, what will be
the result? We will be joined together and compacted just like a jigsaw puzzle that is interlocked. Being
compacted does not mean that we will be pressed down. It simply means that we will be knit together
in such a unique way, that nothing the devil does can tear us apart. The natural world about us says that
such an idea is only a myth, but the true people of God know that we are moving toward a reality that
the people of the world are not supposed to understand. People of the world have never seen the true
church in action. All they have ever seen of the church, was a sick body; existing in an abnormal state,
waiting to be healed. In its spiritual sickened state, with tares on every hand, it could not function in the
way the original body was intended to function. God allowed the devil to get it in that state, but He does
not intend to leave it like that. Here in the end of the grace age, God will have a body of people who
have been tried and tested by the devil, and have overcame him by the very word of God he has tried
so hard to destroy by perverting it. Naturally he (the devil) will have people pointing their finger at you,
and accusing you of all sorts of things, just like the Pharisees did the disciples of Jesus, almost two
thousand years ago; but we know from the scriptures that the true children of God are overcomers; no
matter what the devil throws at them. We have to learn how to deal with the devil though, as we grow
in grace, for we are not born into the family of God knowing all about dealing with him, in this spiritual
warfare. Itis only after we have been through many battles and overcome, that we begin to fit together
as a body, and are compacted in such a way that the devil cannot get between us. It is the working of
the Holy Ghost that puts everything together into such a beautiful picture; and it has to be apart from
organized religion. The Catholic Church could never do it; for she is the furthest thing away from what
the true body of Christ is to be like. Now when | say, Catholic Church, | am talking about the system
itself; not the individuals in it, that are imprisoned by her teaching, for some of them will yet come out of
her; into this wonderful light. Brothers and Sisters: do you ever take time just to realize how blessed we
are, to be privileged to walk in this beautiful truth? Except for the grace of God, we could all still be in
spiritual darkness, heading for the great tribulation. But because our eyes were opened, we are being
fitly joined together in this great body; in an inseparable way, with every member fitting into place, just
like a jigsaw puzzle. You know how a jigsaw puzzle is, before it is put together; it is just a bunch of
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individual parts, all mixed up together in a box; but somewhere, there is a picture that shows you what
all of that is supposed to look like; once every part is in its proper place. Well, the Bible shows us what
the Church is supposed to look like, when every individual member is finally in their proper place, with
the head (Jesus Christ) in complete control. Only then, will we be that inseparable body of people that
the devil cannot shake apart. If the devil has us locked up in jail, we will pray for each other, and we will
not deny the faith, nor squeal on each other; trying to save ourselves. If you have never seen the picture
of the kind of church we are talking about, open your Bible to the book of Acts and start reading, and
before you go very far, you will begin to get a vision of the kind of church Jesus is coming back for. He
is coming back for a body of people that have no selfish motives, and that are willing to die for their faith
in God, if necessary. To the world, that sounds crazy; but to the true child of God that knows where the
real value is, it makes good sense.

HOW SPIRITUALITY IS MEASURED

| want to make a statement right here now, while we are talking about what the true body of Christ looks
like. Do not look at your brothers and sisters of the faith and try to measure their spirituality by their
fleshly self that you see. For in the 13™" chapter of Matthew, Jesus spoke of seed that fell upon good
ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, and some thirtyfold. All three
categories pertain to the body of Christ; and the thirtyfold can be just as spiritual as the hundredfold; for
their spirituality is measured by what they do with the abilities they have. The thirtyfold is what the
apostle Paul spoke of in the 12" chapter of 1% Corinthians, as the feeble part of the body, and in verse
22 he said, “Nay, much more those members of the body which seem to be more feeble, are
necessary: And those members of the body, which we think to be less honorable, upon these we
bestow more abundant honor.” In other words, we have to have something in us that can see the
qualities of Jesus Christ in another person, apart from their fleshly appearance. None of us will ever be
anything more than what the grace of God gives us the ability to be. We may look at someone and say,
That person is far from being like Christ; but if we will look at that same person and recognize the fact
that he, or she is a member of the body of people that desire to be like Christ, we will cease to expect
that one person to display every attribute of Christ. We do not all have the same abilities, and we do not
all have the same opportunities; but He who knows our hearts, and our every thought and motive, is the
only one that can make a true determination of our spirituality. Time alone will prove who is what; for
God’s purpose is not all accomplished in one day. Furthermore the fact that we are all fitly joined
together, and compacted, does not mean that we are all going to be spiritual giants. God never meant
for every member of this great body to be a spiritual giant. When you look at the various members of
your human body, which is what this body is compared to in its function: you see certain members that
the human body could get along without. Every day, surgeons are cutting away members of human
bodies, and many of them function without those particular members, but the procedure usually leaves
a scar. Well, that is exactly what the body of Christ would be like, if certain members were eliminated
by our choice: but God never intended for it to be that way. He will make absolutely sure that every
member is in its predetermined place, and functioning properly. Yes, we are compacted by that which
every joint supplieth; and there is no jealousy, nor inferiority, in that healthy body. Let me give you a little
illustration of every joint supplying, by just using the ministering brethren sitting back here behind me.
If I do not have the right attitude, | can allow a spirit of jealousy to take hold of me when one of these
ministers preaches a message along the same lines as what | have preached, and | hear someone say
to him, Oh, Brother: You just do not know what that message meant to me. | never saw it like that when
Bro. Jackson preached on it. Saints: That is how it is supposed to be. No one preacher is supposed
to have it all. God has purposed to perfect the Church by the ministry of a five fold ministry, so | am
thankful in my heart, when | see this thing working; like the Bible says it is supposed to work. It lets me
know that we are on the right track. | will never be guilty of holding any other brother back; just because
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of some jealous spirit. | have said all along that we would yet see the ministry of Ephesians 4:11 in the
church, before the end. When Bro. Branham died and various ones were saying, it is all over; | said to
Billy Paul, right in the presence of Bro. Neville, It is not all over; God will have a living ministry among
the ranks of the church until the very end; whether you want it or not. Praise God! He has that ministry
in the church, and | am not jealous. Jesus is not jealous of me; and | am not jealous of my brothers. It
makes me happy when another ministering brother gets up here and takes a scripture that | may have
preached on last week, and brings it out in such a way that | see smiles on your faces, and know that
it is benefitting your soul. It lets me know that it is the spirit of God that is doing the preaching.

CAUSE FOR JEALOUSY

Now | am going to tell you when | will be jealous. If for some carnal reason some of you decide that this
church is not moving the way it should: and you could succeed in getting one of these ministering
brethren to play along with your plan, and you begin to undermine what we are doing here, and bring
division among the people, then | assure you, | will be jealous. It would be just like the apostle Paul said
to the Corinthian Church, | am jealous over you with godly jealousy. Why would he say such a thing?
He was speaking of the possibility of false teachers beguiling them, like the serpent did Eve; and drawing
them away from the truth he had preached to them. As long as truth was preached, he would rejoice
with them, no matter who was doing the preaching, but he had no patience with anything else. A true
man of God takes great pleasure in seeing the Church edified; and he enjoys being fed by someone else,
just as much as he enjoys doing the feeding. That is how God means for us to look at these things.
There is no place among the true body of Christ for selfishness and jealousy. It thrills my soul to know
that when God gets through with us, we will not be like a bunch of puppets, being manipulated by some
human instrument. No. Praise God! We will get our instructions from the head; and every member will
function as a healthy body should. Right now, we are all still learning; and every last one of us should
be willing to have God change our mind about certain things; if need be. Or our attitude, if we have been
looking at something wrong. The pointis, in order for God to mold us into the image of his only begotten
Son, we have to be willing for Him to change us once in a while. We are being fitly joined together and
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, only when those joints are allowing the head to call the
signals. The thirtyfold Christian supplies something, the sixtyfold Christian supplies something; and the
hundredfold Christian supplies a lot; but that is the way God ordained it to work. None of us can supply
any more than what God has committed to us; and that, of course, is according to the measure of our
faith. But like the scripture says, To whom much is given, much is required. | will say this though, With
tares sitting among you, playing their little games, it is sometimes very hard for the true members of the
body to contribute their part, for the tares will rip it all to pieces. A tare cannot be perfected, therefore
they are always ready to take issue with anything that is of the leading of the spirit of God, unless they
are somehow able to copy it. But just for a little comparison of the operation of the body of Christ in its
healthy state, let us look at the physical body, that Paul used for an illustration. The physical body has
many members, and every one of them take instructions from the head, when the body is in a healthy
state. If my thumb is to move, a thought from the brain travels down through a never channel running
down through my spinal cord, and out through my arm, right on down to the thumb. But just suppose
there has been a serious injury somewhere between my head and my thumb, and the signal cannot get
through, What will be the result? If there is no communication, the thumb will be numb, and there will
be no reaction until something changes. When the injury heals properly, the feeling comes back into the
thumb, and it will once again react to its signals from the brain. That is just a little illustration to get us
thinking about why the body of Christ eventually ceased to function as it did in the first years after its
birth. Before the tares got in, and the body was still healthy, the head (Jesus Christ) could move the
body in any direction. But the time came that the body of Christ was almost dismembered. It existed
in a very sickly state, and there was not much communication between the head and the members, and
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it remained so for hundreds of years, while the devil’s tares more or less called the shots in what was
known as the church. | can never praise God enough, as | have occasion to look back, at what he has
brought His church out of; out of a sickly, crippled condition, back to vibrant life and expectancy.

WHAT VARIOUS ONE’S SUPPLIED

Well, we want to get to some examples of how every joint of this great body of Christ supplies something;
so pray for me, that | will be able to express it to you, as | see it. Through the years, we have had a
tendency to look at certain Christian people and wonder why there seemed to be so little spiritual growth;
while in their hearts you know they have the same desire toward the Lord, that others have. Thinking
along those lines is what got my mind on the scripture we have been looking at; and eventually caused
me to see that every individual person in the body of Christ has to contribute something to the well being
of that body. Of course, there are some who will say, well, every true child of God will eventually have
some kind of spiritual gift. That may be true; but that is not the only means by which they contribute
something to the body. That which is done through a gift of the Spirit, is to be looked upon more as God
ministering to the body; and what we want to see is what the individual contributes. Now first we can look
to ourselves. Many of you, including myself, are sitting here today because we were supplied with
something that brought us out of denominational religion. Someone passed something on to us atatime
when our souls were receptive to it, and that something was a contribution to the body of Christ. There
are many areas to consider as you begin to think along these lines; but just for an illustration, let us
consider scriptural water baptism, and the godhead. When the body was scattered among various trinity
religious systems, it was in a pitiful, sick and crippled condition. Yet the Holy Ghost knew exactly where
every member of that body was; and what it would take to get every member separated from that, and
joined together as it should be. First God began to speak to some trinity people from His written word;
about the name of Jesus in water baptism, instead of the trinity titles of Matthew 28:19; and the more
they studied along those lines the clearer it became. Then the Holy Ghost opened up opportunities for
them to share with others, what the Lord had been dealing with them about; and here was a precious
truth restored to the Church; that had been lost for centuries. Naturally that opened up an avenue for
the godhead to be considered; Is God one, or is he three? As a person would begin to meditate and
study on these things, a great hunger for truth developed within, and an excitement that could hardly wait
to share what was being revealed, with someone else. One person’s testimony sheds light upon
someone else’s pathway, and on an on it goes, as God eventually shines more and more light upon the
pathway of every hungry soul. Now when you are talking about the body of Christ, (the church) you have
to look beyond the realm of the little circle you are familiar with, and realize that this body has members
in every nation under heaven; and whatever the spirit of God does on behalf of the body, must have time
and opportunity to affect the universal picture; and that is accomplished as individual members contribute
their part. You may notimmediately see it; but every member of this great body supplies something, that
benefits the body as a whole.

ALL MEMBERS ARE NECESSARY

| look back through the years at the great move of God that was stirring in the hearts of many people,
coming through the 40's, 50's, and on into the 60's; but in those early years, very few people had ever
thought anything about a message to the age. Unless God somehow showed you that there was going
to be an Elijah spirit come into the picture, (like you have heard me testify that He showed me) you would
not have had your mind on anything like that. One February morning | sat down to read the Bible, and
opened it up to the first chapter of Luke, and as | read that | said, if we are living in the days before the
second coming of Christ, God will send that Elijah spirit again. | did not know when, where, nor how, but
in my heart, | knew it would be. Well, my wife’s cousin was already sitting under the influence of that
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ministry, but | had not heard anything about it until he came down home to go squirrel hunting; and came
by the house just as | was coming out from eating my lunch, one hot summer day. That is when he told
me about Bro. Branham and what the Lord was doing through his ministry, and when | heard it | said,
If these things be true, then this is that Elijah that is to come. | only had to hear the man one time; to be
completely convinced that he was the man. Well, right there is another example of what we are talking
about. This member of the body of Christ ministered something to me that | needed to hear, and most
of you have had similar experiences, where someone that had already traveled farther down the road,
witnessed to you something that the Lord had already made real to them. Anytime you share something
that the Lord has put in your heart, you realize that the testimony can be either accepted, or rejected, but
once you have obeyed the leading of the Lord, you are not obligated to worry about the end results of
it. God has used the testimonies of some to bring about a total separation of you and |, from the systems
of religion we were scattered about in. There has to be a total separation somewhere along the line; for
it is not scripturally possible that the true body of Christ could remain locked up in those systems, until
the rapture takes place. No. The Lord has worked in some very unique ways to get His true Church
separated from those systems; and | am sure we can all say Amen to that. Regardless of what finally
settled it for you, it was probably someone’s testimony that first got your attention; so | am just using
these little illustrations to remind you that we do minister to each other as the Holy Spirit leads us to do
so. In other words, the head directs all the other members of the body. In 1% Corinthians, chapter 12,
Paul has a lot to say about this many membered body of Christ. We will not read all of it at this time, but
notice as we read a few verses, how he states these truths; comparing the human body and the mystical
body of Christ. Verse 12, “For as the body is one, (the physical body) and hath many members, and
all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit
are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free;
(the baptism of the Holy Ghost is the only thing that can put a person into the body of Christ, just like it
says here. Therefore if you have never had that experience in your soul: you are not a member of
Christ’s body, even if you have attended church all your life.) And have been all made to drink into
one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many.” He goes ahead with examples, showing
how even the most feeble (lease esteemed) members are necessary, for a healthy body. Why?
Because both in the physical and the spiritual bodies, each and every member supplies something that
is beneficial to the body. The big difference is, doctors examine our physical bodies and determine that
we can function better if certain members are surgically removed; but when we are talking about the
mystical body of Christ: no true member of that body will ever be removed. Those members that are not
functioning properly, will be dealt with by the head until they are. The foundation upon which our faith
is built, has to be straightened up, and every true Bible doctrine has to be restored, before all the
members can function in perfect harmony. The beauty of it is, if we are true children of God, we are all
standing upon the same foundation; the only foundation that God would ever build His house upon;
which is the foundation laid by the apostles of Jesus Christ. | like the apostle Peter’s terminology (1
Pet. 2:5) where he said, “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” Not only are we
the house of God, (being lively stones knit together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth)
but we are also looked upon as an holy priesthood; privileged to be able to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God. Hallelujah! Saints: we are a privileged people, and we have a great spiritual potential
ahead of us; but do not let your guard down; for Satan is still very busy, trying to defeat the plan of God,
and he has many ways in which he works.

WHERE SATAN WORKS

| believe we will all agree that God is not just in the process of perfecting individuals, but the whole body
of genuine believers. Therefore we should be just as concerned about the spiritual state of our brothers
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and sisters of the faith, as we are of our own selves. We are not in this race alone; therefore there is no
advantage in trying to get ahead of anyone else. The whole body must work together; every individual
member supplying his or her part, so here is something we all need to be aware of. The devil cannot
separate us over water baptism; we all have that straight. Our minds are settled, concerning scriptural
water baptism in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins. Neither can he separate us over any
controversy concerning the godhead; for we all know that God is one; and that He is Spirit, and not a
person. That one revelation breaks down prison walls that have held precious souls captive, and made
itimpossible for them to grow very much spiritually. But thank God, we have that settled; and Satan has
no room to work in that area. We also have the revelation of serpent seed; which lets us know why we
need salvation, so he cannot get between us with any dispute about that. But does that mean that there
is no place left where the devil can cause us trouble? | hope none of you feel that way; for | am here to
tell you, he will give us trouble right to the very end; and we are charged with the responsibility of
recognizing him; and overcoming his assaults by the word of God. Alright since we have our doctrine
straight, where will the devil attack us? | think all of you know the answer; he will work on this old flesh.
Our greatest enemy is ourselves; if we do not stay on guard, and keep submitted to the leadership of the
Holy Spirit. Just the fact that we have the Holy Ghost, is no guarantee that we will never again have any
trouble with our human makeup. That is the very reason the apostle Paul spoke of having to die daily.
Every day we live, Satan is busy trying to revive our old selfish, carnal nature; and if we are not
constantly on guard against such a thing, situations can arise that will bring about broken relationships.
Our old selfish, sensitive, human nature, can be revived to the point where our Christian fellowship is
broken; and spiritual growth comes to a standstill. These things come, from time to time; and there is
only one way to deal with them. We must face every situation honestly, and allow the spirit of God to
deal with our hearts and submit ourselves to the word of God. We cannot seek special favor; for we are
to live by every word that proceedeth forth out of the mouth of God. Jesus was faced with situations
where flesh sought special recognition; therefore we will do well, if we apply his examples to our own
situations. One such instance is found recorded in the 20" chapter of Matthew; where flesh sought
special favors of the Lord, and had to be reminded that the father (the sovereign Spirit) grants these
things according to His foreordained plan and purpose, and fleshly desires have no place in it.

PRAYING SELFISHLY

In Matthew chapter 20, starting in verse 20, we find an account of something that took place when
Jesus was on the road from Jericho to Jerusalem, just like we all are, spiritually speaking. Maybe some
have overcome certain areas of this kind of human behavior, but it still remains to be a problem in the
body of Christ as a whole. A lot of it depends upon what category certain ones are in; whether 30, 60
or 100 fold, but the thing we need to realize is, We do not graduate from one category to another.
Whatever we are, that is what we will be in the body; but a 30 fold Christian that will submit to the
leadership of the Holy Ghost, will still bear fruit to perfection. In other words, we are what we are, only
by the grace of God; for we could do nothing to merit this great salvation we have. But notice now. Here
is this great mob of people following Jesus. To some, he was just an outstanding man. But to many of
them, He was the Messiah they had waited for; and they believed he was on his way to kick out the
Romans, and set up His kingdom; so notice verse 20. “Then came to him the mother of Zebedee’s
children with her sons, (James and John) worshiping Him, and desiring a certain thing of Him.”
It says she came worshiping Him; (adoring Him) but she was like a lot of people; she wanted a special
favor from Him; something that was very important to her human nature. We have all been guilty of the
very same thing at one time or another. Many times it is because we set certain goals of what we
humanly want to attain in our Christian lives; and even though we are not talking with Jesus in the flesh,
it amounts to the very same thing. Just as this woman did, we say, Lord: There is something that would
mean a lot to me; Would you do so and so. Notice now. “And He said unto her, What wilt thou?



Every Joint Supplieth, Part 1, April 1987 Page 11 of 27

(What is it you want?) She saith unto Him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy
right hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom.” This thing of striving for a position is a
detrimental thing in the life of a Christian person; but a lot of people are guilty of it; just like this woman.
In her heart she felt that it would be just wonderful if her two sons could be given these positions with the
Lord; but Jesus knew that this was not the way it was going to work. From His own human mentality
there would be no choosing done; for He was completely submissive to the sovereign mind of Jehovah;
the mind that knew the outcome of everything, before He ever created anything. Therefore He said to
her, “Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that | shall drink of, and to be
baptized with the baptism that | am baptized with? (He asked James and John this question.) They
say unto Him, We are able. And He said unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be
baptized with the baptism that | am baptized with: BUT TO SIT ON MY RIGHT HAND, AND ON MY
LEFT, IS NOT MINE TO GIVE, BUT IT SHALL BE GIVEN TO THEM FOR WHOM IT IS PREPARED
OF MY FATHER.” Regardless of what some of these preachers of our day may tell you, God is not
running some kind of program just to cater to the whims of human flesh; therefore to ask of Him selfish
things is not praying according to the will of Him who is working all things according to the counsel of his
own will; as it says in Eph. 1:11. In other words, No matter what my human desires may be, if they do
not please my heavenly Father, | need not ask Him to grant my request. Brothers and Sisters: We have
to study our Bibles, to even know how to pray. You cannot really have faith to believe for something from
God, without first knowing what is available from the great storehouse of His wealth. In other words, The
Bible makes no provision for any of us to ask anything from God just for some selfish reason. This is
why Jesus did not just send the mother of these two men on down the road, without first dealing with her
selfish motive. He wanted all mankind to be aware of the fact that all things must work according to the
mind of the Father. The flesh man Jesus, was an outlet through which the attributes of the Father were
expressed; therefore we need to follow His example in our thoughts, words and our deeds, and desire
only that which we know our heavenly Father would be pleased for us to have.

CORRECTION WAS NECESSARY

Now what we have been reading about, all took place before any of those disciples ever had the Holy
Ghost; so notice what it says about the other ten, when they learned what the mother of these two had
asked. Verse 24, “And when the ten heard it, they were moved with indignation against the two
brethren. (I can just hear them talking among themselves about James and John thinking they were
better than the rest of them. Brothers and Sisters: You know that is the way this old flesh reacts; and
that is exactly where the devil gets into the picture; so Jesus had a few words to say to them.) But
Jesus called them unto Him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion
over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them. (It is like that in politics, and
religion. People in high places actually rule over the rest. But notice what Jesus said to those disciples.)
But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your
minister; and whosoever will be chief, among you, let him be your servant.” He was not telling
those disciples that they would all have to sit on the same size chair, nor was he changing His mind
about what He had already said to Peter; about giving him the keys to the kingdom of heaven. He was
merely pointing out to them, that the greater you are, the more you have to be willing to do for other
people. There has never been a greater man on this earth than Jesus Christ; and He became servant
of all. The Bible points to Him as our example, so where do some of these preachers of our day get the
idea that they should have for themselves, the very best of everything? Jesus never tried to call attention
to Himself, nor did He make any effort whatsoever, to have better things than anyone else. Listen to me,
saints: No preacher has any right or reason to feel that he should have more, nor have better, than the
rest of the people who sit under his ministry. | mean that with all my heart. For some reason, people of
our day seem to have the cart before the horse; when it comes to things like this. God does not call men
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into the ministry to place them upon a pedestal for everyone else to look up to, and admire; because of
their greatness. No. A true man of God will walk with the people where they walk; and be a help to them
in all of their trials and tests, instead of a burden upon them. A true leader will walk through the mudhole
with you, if it is necessary for you to go through one. If a man of God will walk with his people, they in
turn will walk with him. That is what this is all about. God never intended to set some up, to be looked
upon as being so much more important than anyone else. The New Testament is full of examples, if a
person really has a desire in his heart to walk with God. Furthermore, the apostle Paul left us a perfect
example of how to have the victory in our soul; even under the most trying circumstances. Did he lose
his joy, and give up, just because he ended up in jail, or found himself shipwrecked, or persecuted? Do
you find anywhere that he ever projected himself as being any better than anyone else? The answer is
no. He knew he was a servant of God, called to minister, instead of being ministered to, and so did all
those other apostles, once they received the Holy Ghost, and began to submit themselves to His
leadership. Nevertheless Jesus used Himself as the example of what He was talking about, when He
was correcting those offended disciples, and showing them that to be a leader, required one to be even
as a servant. Notice verse 28. “Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.” What if Jesus had been afraid He would hurt their
feelings, and he had just left those ten disciples with their indignant feelings toward James and John?
They might have worked themselves up into such a state of resentment, that they could have just turned
back from following Him. In other words, truth was on the scene, and truth got the dispute settled, and
avoided a very bad situation; and because of it, all those men except Judas, continued on; to supply their
part in the body of Christ, in later years.

EXAMPLES OF FORGIVENESS

Some of you may wonder why we are using all these seemingly unrelated instances to the message we
are dealing with; so | will put your mind at ease by saying this, There is something in every one of these
occurrences that we can learn from; as we seek to be able to supply our part to the body. The feelings
between those disciples necessitated some forgiveness, in order for them to fulfill what they had been
called to fulfill. In other words, In that one occurrence we saw selfish desires expressed, we saw human
resentment activated, we saw truth correct the whole situation, and the plan of God move forward; which
means that there was also forgiveness on the part of those who were offended. Let us look at another
example of human weakness, and also at a perfect example of forgiveness. In the 16" chapter of
Matthew, we find Jesus asking His disciples, “But whom say ye that | the Son of man am?” Peter
was the impulsive one among them; and immediately replied, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
Living God.” He was just as quick to express a revelation, as he was to grab a sword and cut off a
man’s ear later on and because of this answer, Jesus committed to him the keys of the kingdom of
heaven; knowing that it was a revelation Peter was expressing, and upon that rock of revelation the
Church was built. But a little later when Jesus began talking to them about what He would suffer at the
hands of the Jews that hated Him, (how they would kill Him) Peter jumped right out there again and said,
“Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee.” In other words, Lord, we will never let them
do a thing like that to you. He meant it; but he did not understand everything that was taking place, so
Jesus had to deal with this human reaction, just as He had to deal with the ten, on that other occasion,
a little later. No, He did not take Peter aside and talk to him, like we might have done; He looked him
straight in the eye and said, “Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offense unto me: for thou
savorest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men,” In other words, This was an
impulsive human reaction, and Jesus knew this kind of boisterous remark was not what it was going to
take to please God in the end. It sounded good, but Jesus knew that when Peter was really put to the
test, fear for his own life would cause him to react just the opposite of the way he felt at that moment.
Now He was not calling Peter, Satan, but it was the spirit of Satan (the devil) that Jesus was actually
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