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DIVINE HEALING
WHAT IT IS - WHAT IT IS NOT

PART 1

OCTOBER 1983

REALIZING THAT THERE IS MUCH CONTROVERSY AMONG THE VARIOUS DIVISIONS OF
RELIGIOUS BELIEFS ONTHE SUBJECT OF DIVINE HEALING, AND REALIZING ALSO THAT THERE
IS A BIBLE ANSWER THAT SHOULD SETTLE THE MINDS OF EVERY TRUE BELIEVER, | FEEL
COMPELLED TO DEALWITH THE SUBJECT, USING ALL THE FAMILIAR SCRIPTURES, AND SOME
OTHERS THAT ARE SELDOM CONSIDERED, AND | PRAY THAT IN DOING SO, WE CAN
ESTABLISH ONCE AND FOR ALL WHAT DIVINE HEALING IS, AND WHAT IT IS NOT. MOST OF
THOSE WHO PREACH ON THIS SUBJECT, HAVE A FEW PET VERSES OF SCRIPTURE THEY
ALWAYS USE, AND THEY NEVER BOTHER TO PRESENT THEM IN THE CONTEXT OF WHAT THE
WRITER WAS ACTUALLY DEALING WITH, NOR DO THEY EVEN BOTHER TO PRESENT THE
CONDITIONS THAT USUALLY ACCOMPANY SUCH PROVISIONS. FOR EXAMPLE, TAKE ISAIAH
53:5, WHERE IN A PROPHECY CONCERNING THE MESSIAH THAT ISRAEL LOOKED FOR, ONE
OF HIS STATEMENTS WAS, “AND WITH HIS STRIPES WE ARE HEALED.” OVER 700 YEARS
LATER WHEN THE APOSTLE PETER WAS DEALING WITH THE SUBJECT OF CHRISTIAN
CONDUCT AND EXAMPLESHIP, HE USED ISAIAH’'S TERMINOLOGY (1°" PET. 2:24) “BY WHOSE
STRIPES YE WERE HEALED,” AND THAT HAS BECOME A KEY VERSE FOR ALL THOSE WHO
PREACH DIVINE HEALING, BUT MY POINT IS, THEY LIFT IT OUT OF THE CONTEXT OF WHAT
PETER WAS DEALING WITH. HOW MANY OF YOU HAVE EVER STUDIED THAT WHOLE
CHAPTER WHEN YOU GO THERE TO READ THAT ONE VERSE? WOULD YOU SAY THAT PETER
WAS PREACHING ON DIVINE HEALING? YOU WHO BELIEVE HE WAS, HAD BETTER GO BACK
AND READ THAT WHOLE CHAPTER. FIND OUT WHAT PETER WAS REALLY ENDEAVORING TO
GET ACROSS TO THOSE PREDESTINED SAINTS OF GOD.

THERE IS ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF GROSS MISUSE OF SCRIPTURE CONCERNING SOMETHING
JAMES WROTE IN CHAPTER 4, VERSE 7, FO THE EPISTLE BEARING HIS NAME. A LOT OF YOU
WILL KNOW WHAT | AM GOING TO SAY, BUT TELL ME, HOW MANY TIMES HAVE YOU HEARD
SOMEONE SAY, THE BIBLE SAYS, RESIST THE DEVIL, AND HE WILL FLEE FROM YOU? YOU
HEAR IT OFTEN, AND IT DOES SAY THAT, BUT DID YOU EVER WONDER WHY THEY DO NOT
ALSO QUOTE THE FIRST PART OF THAT VERSE? THERE IS A CONDITION TO BE MET BEFORE
THE FAMILIAR PART OF THAT VERSE BECOMES EFFECTIVE FOR YOU. LET US READ THE
WHOLE VERSE, AND YOU WILL SEE WHAT | MEAN. JAMES IS DEALING WITH ATTITUDES AND
MOTIVES, AND THE SPIRIT BEHIND THEM, AND GIVING GOOD INSTRUCTIONS TO BELIEVERS
ON PROPER BEHAVIOR, AND IN VERSE 7, HE SAYS, “SUBMIT YOURSELVES THEREFORE TO
GO. RESIST THE DEVIL, AND HE WILL FLEE FROM YOU.” DO YOU THINK IT WILL DO YOU ANY
GOOD TRYING TO RESIST THE DEVIL, IF YOU HAVE NOT SUBMITTED YOURSELF TO THE
LORD? HOW WILL YOU RESIST HIM? | HOPE YOU SEE THE POINT | AM TRYING TO MAKE. |
AM NOT ENDEAVORING TO TAKE ANYTHING FROM ANYONE, BUT | DO DESIRE TO SHOW YOU
FROM THE WORD OF GOD WHERE CERTAIN SCRIPTURES BELONG, AND WHY SOME OF YOU
NEVER ATTAIN THE DESIRED RESULTS FROM CERTAIN SCRIPTURES YOU PUT SO MUCH
EMPHASIS ON. | WILL NOT DO THIS JUST MERELY BY GIVING YOU MY OPINION. | DESIRE TO
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LAY OUT A SCRIPTURAL PICTURE BEFORE YOU, THAT WILL CAUSE CRITICS FROM BOTH
EXTREMES TO HAVE TO TAKE ANOTHER LOOK AT THE BIBLE, AND READ THEIR SCRIPTURES
IN THE COMPLETE CONTEXT OF WHAT THE WRITER WAS DEALING WITH. SOME PEOPLE
SEARCH THROUGH THE BIBLE JUST LOOKING FOR VERSES HERE AND THERE THAT THEY CAN
USE IN THEIR RELENTLESS EFFORTS OF TRYING TO ESTABLISH A CERTAIN DOCTRINE, BUT
TRUE CHILDREN OF GOD SHOULD KNOW BETTER THAN TO DO THAT. GOD WANTS HIS
CHILDREN TO STUDY HISWORD, AND ALLOW THEHOLY GHOST TO GIVE THEM A REVELATION
THAT WILL GO BEYOND JUST MERE HEAD KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT THE SCRIPTURES SAY. IT
IS UPON THE ROCK OF REVELATION THAT JESUS CHRIST IS BUILDING HIS CHURCH. YOU MAY
KNOW PEOPLE WHO CAN PRACTICALLY QUOTE THE WHOLE BIBLE WORD FOR WORD, BUT
HAVE YOU EVERWONDERED JUST HOW MUCH OF IT THEY ACTUALLY UNDERSTAND? | HAVE.
FORTHE VIRTUE ISNOT DEPENDENT UPON HOW MUCH SCRIPTURE WE CAN MEMORIZE, BUT
RATHER IN WHAT WE ARE ABLE TO APPLY TO OUR LIVES IN THIS JOURNEY OF LIFE.

THE PROMISED MESSIAH

Let us open our Bibles to the 53™ chapter of Isaiah now, and read the first seven verses as a text for
what we want to deal with. This is a prophecy given by Isaiah concerning Jesus the Christ and what
would be accomplished at Calvary. “Who hath believed our report? And to whom is the arm of the
Lord revealed? For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry
ground: He hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see Him, there is no beauty that we
should desire Him. He is despised and rejected of men: a man of sorrows, and acquainted with
grief: and we hid as it were our faced from Him: He was despised, and we esteemed Him not.
Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten
of God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed. All
we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid
on Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His
mouth; He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so
He openeth not His mouth.” That one setting of scripture gives us a true picture of Jesus Christ. In
these short seven verses are found ever so many phrases that give us a vision of the man called Jesus
the Christ. Some of them are figurative of course, but that just enhances the picture even more. Like
the second verse for instance, “For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant.” Yes, rightin the
midst of a religious society of Judaism. Have you ever noticed a little plant that would be standing in an
altogether desolate looking place, and wondered how that little thing could just keep right on growing
when everything around it seemed to be dead or dying? That is a picture of Jesus the perfect Son of
God, growing up in the midst of an apostate, perverted, and rebellious religious society. Notice now,
“And as a root out of dry ground.” It is pretty hard for roots to sprout life in dry ground, but here is a
prophecy about Jesus, using that very terminology. He was the very life of God being manifested to a
dying element of people that had carried this prophecy for more than 700 years. Through time, God had
caused those Jewish people to draw from the benefits of it, yet as far as knowing anything about the
fulfillment of it, they knew nothing. That is still true today. Many people are partaking of the benefits of
a lot of provision they know absolutely nothing about. | can just hear those Scribes and Pharisees
boasting of a great prophet by the name of Isaiah, but when that man’s prophecy was fulfilled, they were
as void of life and reality as some of these old dried out, red clay banks you see along the highway at
times, just an old dry crust. Right in the midst of that, a tender plant shoots forth displaying life and
purpose. That gives the setting, and next comes something dealing with the person. “He hath no form
nor comeliness; and when we shall see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him.”
There was absolutely nothing about the man’s looks that would draw attention from the natural society
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of that day. He had no title, nor degrees, and no plaques on His wall, nor anything else to proclaim to
the world what a great person He was. There was absolutely nothing about His looks, nor His
background, that would cause people to desire Him. Yetthese Hollywood type television preachers who
claim to be exemplifying Jesus, will do everything within their means to get their name plastered on
billboards, in the newspapers, on television, and any other place they can think of, with a great spiel
about how great they are. They are known the world over, not necessarily because they are great men
of God, but primarily because their advertising proclaims them to be. On the other hand, the greatest
man that ever walked on earth, in simplicity, and with integrity exemplified character and obedience to
the Father that God wants us to see, and that the world at large cannot see. There is no character to
be found in those Hollywood actors out there. The world may call them great, but has God called them
great? No! They have their reward already. Brothers and Sisters: | am not saying these things just to
belittle these men: | am saying them to help you see that genuine greatness does not come to anyone
in that manner.

UNDERSTANDING AND WISDOM ON DISPLAY

| was just reading in the 2" chapter of Luke how Jesus, when he was only twelve years old, was found
in the temple sitting in the midst of the great scholars, listening to them, and also asking them questions,
in so much that they were astonished at his understanding and answers. Then over in John 7:14-15,
Jesus was in the temple teaching, and the Jews marveled, saying, How knoweth this man letters, having
never learned? In other words, How can a man who has never even gone to our seminary know so
much about the word of God? Brother He wasn’t standing up there recognizing Professor So and So,
and Dr. So and So. From such and such university. He was speaking for His Father, and He was willing
to let the chips fall where they would, so to speak. There was no compromising for the sake of sparing
anyone’s feelings. When the great doctors of the law of Moses withstood Him, He did not hesitate to call
them serpents, or children of the devil. He recognized the spirit in them, and knew that they could never
be children of God. Satan’s children do not have the new birth experience. That is reserved for
foreknown children of God that all too often have been servants (not children) of Satan.

THE PROMISE, AND THE CONDITION

Alright now, as we go through the Bible looking at often used scriptures, that are used in an effort to
establish a doctrine of divine healing, we come to Psalms 103, to start our journey. This prophecy and
promise was written long before Isaiah ever came upon the scene in Israel. Starting with verse 2, we
read these words, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: Who forgiveth all
thing iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases.” Saints, | want you to notice, that in these scriptures,
divine healing as a promise, is connected with the fact that there is iniquity or sin involved. Please do
not ever separate it. That is the way God meant for it to be seen. We will go right back to Exodus
15:26, (another frequently used verse) and we will see the very same thing there. This was after the
bitter waters had been made sweet by casting a tree into them at the instruction of the Lord. The people
had been murmuring against Moses because of the bitter water, and the Lord took this occasion to prove
them, and said, “If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God, and wilt do that
which is right in His sight, and wilt give ear to His commandments, and keep all His statutes, | will
put none of these diseases upon thee, which | have brought upon the Egyptians: for | am the Lord
that healeth thee.” How many times | have heard men who pray for the sick, just simply quote the Last
seven words of that verse; “I am the Lord that healeth thee.” That is an absolute truth, but it is
connected to everything else in that entire verse. When you isolate it from its context, you are avoiding
what God had in mind. Let us just take a minute to examine this entire picture. We all know how God
opened up the Red, Sea for the children of Israel to walk across on dry ground, and how He caused the
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waters to come together again drowning the Egyptians that pursued them, and how all the people
rejoiced when they saw what the Lord had done for them. But in only three days time, they seemed to
have forgotten that the Lord was still their supplier. They journeyed three days from the crossing of the
Red Sea, and their water supply was exhausted, and when they came to this old stagnated water hole,
and found that the water was not fit to drink, what did they do? They began complaining to Moses and
Aaron, and blaming them for the fact that they were found in those circumstances, but was it their fault?
The answer is emphatically, No! God was testing them. Brothers and Sisters: Let me say right now, Do
not ever get to the place where you think God is through testing you. For as long as we remain in this
mortal flesh, every true child of God is going to be tried and tested. God is not seeking to mold us into
stable, word believing children who know beyond any shadow of doubt that He is our protector, and
supplier of every need. Not every want, every need. You can depend upon Him. Does that mean that
we will always have everything we need? You will always have everything God sees that you need,
including trials and tests. Anyone can have faith and confidence in God when everything is going well.
But how many are able to do what Paul wrote in 2" Thess. 5:18, “In every thing give thanks: for this
is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” It does not say, Give thanks for every thing that
happens, but it does say, or mean, that no matter what the conditions around us may be, we ought to
be ever mindful of the presence of God to deliver us in due time, and be thankful for that. So what we
see here in Exodus is a series of conditions whereby the Lord tested those Israelites, and no matter how
many times He delivered them, and provided for the, the very next time something went wrong, they
began to murmur and complain, What kind of a leader are you Moses? Did you just bring us out here
to die? Why didn’t you just let us die in Egypt? At least we would have had plenty to eat and drink while
we were still alive. Moses was being tested too. He did not know three days ahead of time, that this old
water hole would be like that. When the people began to murmur, Moses cried out unto the Lord, and
the Lord showed him an old tree, and had him cast it into the water, and the water was made sweet.
Doest that mean that there was some special virtue in that old tree? Of course not. The virtue was in
being obedient to the word of the Lord. Though there was no purifying virtue in that old tree, this was
absolutely the only way that stagnated water could have been made drinkable, because this is what God
told Moses to do. God is our supplier, but He uses people and things to get the job done, and He
expects us to be spiritual enough to recognize His part in it all.

COMPLAINTS INSTEAD OF THANKS

Another time when those journeying Israelites needed water, God told Moses to take his rod in his hand
and smite a certain rock, and, water would come out of it, and that is exactly what happened. It just goes
to show, that no matter what the situation may be like, there is always something that God will use to
change the circumstances on behalf of His people. And many times, after a great trial, He will bless you
abundantly, just like He did them, after they journeyed onward from the waters that were made sweet.
The very next place they came to, had twelve wells of water and seventy palm trees, and they camped
there, and enjoyed them. What happened when they left there, you say? God took them out into the
wilderness, and let their food supply run out. Now you would think that by now they would have gained
some confidence in the Lord to supply what they had need of, but had they? No, it was the same old
story; all they could think to do, was blame Moses and Aaron. But in spite of their attitude God was on
the scene, for He was working out a purpose, establishing a truth that would stand the same right on
through the ages. Notice verse 4, of chapter 16, what was said, and done. “Then the Lord said unto
Moses, Behold, | will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a
certain rate every day, THAT | MAY PROVE THEM, whether they will walk in my law, or not.” God
gave them those little wafers which they referred to as manna from heaven, and instructed them about
how much of it they were to gather up for each person, and so forth, but you know, they could not even
obey God in that. Some of them gathered extra and stored it up for later, and the next day it had already
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turned to a stinking mess of worms. Yet when they followed the Lord’s instruction, and gathered enough
on the sixth day to keep over for the Sabbath, it stayed fresh. But in spite of the Lord’s instructions,
some of them went out on the seventh day to gather for that day as if the Lord had not even spoken to
them. Saints, some people just simply have a terrible time all because they will not follow the word of
the Lord. God was giving them quail in the evening, and manna in the morning, and not one of them had
any lack for sufficient food, but the very moment a little something went wrong they immediately began
crying to Moses and Aaron as if God had forsaken them. God was moving them toward Mt. Sinai, where
He was going to give them a law to govern themselves by, and He was testing them along the way, and
it seemed as though they did not learn a thing. That is how some people are. They just live for the
moment. When things are going good for them, they can jump, and shout, and praise the Lord above
everything else, and the very moment a little trial hits their life they will start crying, “l thought God loved
me. Why is He allowing me to suffer like this? If something doesn’t change soon: | may never
set my foot inside a church house again. This is just too much for me to bear.” How many of you
have heard people talk like that? | have. They do not have any more faith in God than a rattlesnake.
They can only believe what they can see, touch, taste and so forth.

KEEPING GOD’S WORD BALANCED

Well, Moses finally gets this rebellious gang to the foot of Mt. Sinai, and God begins to give them the ten
commandments, and they became fearful and said to Moses, You speak to us: but let not God speak
with us, lest we die. So God continued speaking to them through Moses saying, “Ye shall not make
with me gods of silver, neither shall ye make unto you gods of gold.” Then He gave them a long
list of judgments and ordinances, and made promises to those who would walk therein, and He called
Moses to come up upon the mountain where He would meet with him. Moses stayed up there forty days
and nights, and the Lord gave him the two tables of stone with the Ten Commandments written thereon.
But the people grew impatient waiting for him to return to them, so what did they do? They got hold of
Aaron and said, Get up, and make us some gods, that will go before us, for this Moses that brought us
out here has disappeared, and we don’t know what has happened to him. So before Moses could get
back to them, they were already worshiping a golden calf. God told Moses he had better get himself
back down there to them, for they had already corrupted themselves. They were like some of these
Pentecostals that go around saying, If the Spirit does not move me: | move the Spirit. They just simply
cannot wait upon the Lord to move in His time: they just feel compelled to get something going. God has
a perfect way of molding character, attitude, determination and consistency into our lives, if we will just
not get impatient, and run ahead of Him. Some people gauge their whole life by the material progress,
and easy life that they are able to enjoy, and they never stop to realize that they are void of the leading
of the Spirit of God until many times it is too late. There in the wilderness, after they had crossed the
Red Sea, more of those Israelites died than probably were killed by the Egyptians in all the years of their
slavery. Why? All because they were inconsistent in recognizing God’s goodness and mercy. In
Exodus 32:6, we read, (This was after they made their golden calf to worship) “And they rose up early
on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings: and the people sat
down to eat and drink; and rose up to play.” Can you imagine a people that has witnessed the
supernatural power of the living God as many times as they had, turning to worship a manmade idol?
God’s anger was stirred up to the point where He told Moses, Let me destroy every one of them, and |
will make of thee a great nation. But Moses intervened for them, reminding the Lord of the promise He
had made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob concerning their seed, and the land He would give unto them.
The Lord spared them from total destruction, but the sons of Levi were sent throughout the camp with
their swords slaying those that had instigated such an abomination. They had plenty to eat, plenty to
drink, and they were going to the church of their choice, so to speak, worshiping manmade gods instead
of the true and living God that had delivered them from Egyptian bondage, so all they had in mind was
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eating, drinking and playing. But God had a higher purpose than that for them. By His own sovereign
choice, He had determined to mold an element of people from among them, into examples that would
exemplify His redemptive plan and purpose for all of mankind. It was through this nation of people, that
all the types and shadows pointing to Calvary, and to the overall plan of God were set. Spiritual realities
were established through God’s workings with them in the realm of the natural. Therefore He did not say
to them in vain, “If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God, and wilt do that
which is right in His sight, (In whose sight? In God’s sight, not our own) and will give ear to His
commandments, and keep ALL His statutes, | will put none of these diseases upon thee, which
| have brought upon the Egyptians: for | am the Lord that healeth thee.” He gave them a law to live
by, and if they would have obeyed that law from their heart, they would not have had to suffer many of
the things they suffered. But | want you to notice that there are two main points to be observed here.
First, the promise is to those who live by the word of the Lord, and secondly, a lot of sicknesses are not
to be considered in the same light as diseases. A bad cold is not a disease. But it could lead into such,
if not treated properly. Tuberculosis, cancer, leukemia, and all those killer type things are what God had
in mind when He said diseases. There are a lot of people in the world today that are sick in their mind,
and it is not because of a disease. In other words, They are sick in the head. Do you know why? Simply
because they do not know which way to go with their lives. Even many doctors are diagnosing emotional
sickness as the underlying cause of many physical problems. Fear and worry many times puts the whole
system in such a state of turmoil that the natural functions of the body cannot work properly. Therefore
over a prolonged period of time, a thing like that can bring on a disease that can lead to death. That is
why we can saw that fear is a disease of the mind, but it is usually self inflicted, because fear is not of
the Lord. When a person is full of fear, you can read it on their countenance. Their whole expression
takes on a weary look. They are not capable of facing their problems in life, because they misread
everything they see and hear. Things that make other people happy only seem to worsen the situation
with people who allow fear to rule their lives, because they never seem to get things connected up right.
On the other hand, a truly happy person seems to always know how to balance out their thinking. When
they get a bad cold, they know how to treat it. When something of a more serious nature strikes them,
they do not go running off somewhere screaming in fear and disillusionment, they are able to take it to
the Lord in prayer, and wait for His answer. What place does fear and doubt have in the life of a true
child of God anyway? Can that change things for the better? Do not get the idea that | am promoting
carelessness, for that is just the opposite of what | am trying to get you to see. But | am saying that a
stabilized positive mind that recognizes the responsibilities of life, need not be fearful, and always fretting
and worrying about something, for they can commit their circumstanced into the hands of an all sufficient
God, and allow Him to work it out for them. So please do notisolate, “l am the Lord that healeth thee,”
from the context to which it belongs. It definitely does not mean that the Lord will heal you under just any
kind of circumstances. He can! But His word does not obligate Him to. | hope you see my point. You
just simply cannot make a doctrine of something on the mere basis that God has worked a certain way
on behalf of some needy soul in distress. Whatever God does for anyone, anywhere and at any time
is for some specific purpose, which many times, only He knows. | have known Him to miraculously heal
someone, that would later on in life, turn completely away from Him. Yet | have also seen precious God
fearing, God loving, Bible believing saints lay and suffer for years, and then die. What yardstick can you
measure a thing like that with? If you are truly spiritual you will not try to give a pat answer for everything
God does. You will realize, that in His own sovereign way, He is working out a plan whereby He will
perfect those that are His foreknown children, and He does not have to explain it to the tares.
Furthermore, unless you are serving God in truth with your whole heart, you have no right to the promises
made to those that do, for the promises are conditional upon obedience.
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NOT DOCTRINE - JUST SOUND ADVICE

| am going to take you into the book of Leviticus, (no certain chapter, and you will not need to read it now)
and look at the statutes and ordinances God gave those Israelites on what to eat, and what not to eat.
It had a twofold purpose, but the primary objective was that God was setting a type to a people that He
was sanctifying in the flesh. He was sanctifying them above all people of all nations, in order that He
might set a type in the natural, of spiritual things to come. Therefore He gives them a list of clean
animals that they can eat, and of unclean that they should not eat. Then we need to realize that there
were certain health benefits to be derived from this selected diet. They were absolutely forbidden to eat
swine flesh, and that is a part of some people’s daily diet in this Gentile society. On the other hand,
some preachers have made a doctrine of abstaining from certain foods according to this list God gave
the children of Israel, and they attach spiritual benefit to it, rather than just mere health benefits to the
physical body. Statistics do show though, that among Jewish and Moslem women who abstain
completely from eating swine flesh, there is less trace of cancer in the female organs than in any other
race of people upon the face of the earth. Do you suppose that is just a coincidence? Or can we trace
it back to the Bible? We must try to see God’s purpose. If after more than 3000 years this thing is still
holding true, can we, and should we even want to separate the promise of Exodus 15:26, from the
condition of Exodus 15:267 | say, No. Leave it like God meant for it to be. But Bro. Jackson, what
about 1% Timothy 4:4, where the apostle Paul wrote Timothy that every creature of God is good, and
nothing to be refused, if it be received for thanksgiving: for it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer?
Well, in the first place we need to realize that Paul was dealing with this thing from the spiritual side, for
he also included forbidding to marry in the same verse that speaks of abstaining from meats. There is
no condemnation to us in eating any kinds of meats, if we do so in a healthful way. But all to often we
are given to excesses and extremes that do cause us physical problems. Eating meats has become an
American fad, and | am afraid that there is a price to be paid foritin the flesh. Americans eat more meat
than all the rest of the world put together, and instead of being the healthiest people on the face of the
earth, we are fast becoming the unhealthiest. Why? Because we are consuming things in excess of
what would be a practical, wise way. | just read an article recently about the soldiers wounded in Korea,
and taken to the hospital. Even in those young men, doctors found a cholesterol buildup in the American
men that was not present in the Korean men. That should tell us something. Those Koreans who may,
or may not know anything at all about what the Bible says about the Israelites abstaining from eating
certain unclean animals, still enjoy the natural health benefits, even though their abstaining may be from
necessity rather than choice. | am not trying to establish any kind of health doctrine; | am only giving you
examples that | believe can help you better understand what God was dealing with, as He had certain
things written in the scriptures. | am fully convinced that any true scriptural doctrine that deals with the
spiritual aspect of the Christian life can be preached to the universal church of the living God. But can
you imagine preaching a health diet to poor souls in Haiti, or in India, or some place like that, where they
just have to eat whatever they can get their hands on? Yet from the standpoint of sound advice, | believe
there are some things that should be brought out of the scriptures, and applied to those who may be able
to benefit from it. |just have to say this, God who gave these laws, and ordinances, and attached certain
promises to them, is still the God of every single one of those promises. But do not be so foolish as to
think you can run headlong on this road of life blindfolded to the extremes of the society round about you,
and after drifting along in those extremes, still be a partaker of every promise in the Bible. If you think
all these promises are ours, no matter how loose we live, you are way off course. Some of your trouble
in life is due to the way you have lived your life, without being selective about what you do, say, eat and
so forth, and some of it many times is due to just plain outright disobedience and stubbornness. That
is why | say, No one message is going to deal with every aspect of the subject we are on, but | believe
we can show you some things in the scriptures that can help you better understand the will and purpose
of God in it all. We need to get some of the cobwebs out of peoples minds if we can, for there is
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something coming up the road shortly that will require Holy Ghost people to exercise some spiritual
sense in order to avoid some terribly humiliating, and shaming experiences.

FAITH WROUGHT THROUGH TRIALS

| have always said, If the day ever comes, that | have to stand up in a courtroom to defend what | have
lived, and taught from this pulpit, | want to be able to open up my Bible and say, “Your Honor: The
witnesses in your courtroom have been required to swear by the Bible that they would tell the
truth, and from that same Bible, | have read and understood what | have taught. Therefore if what
is written in there is not good enough to pattern our lives after, we ought not use it to take an oath
by either.” Saints: Let’s either live by it, or quit playing around with it, one of the two. Just gleaning pet
doctrines from it is no spiritual benefit to you whatsoever, if you are going to ignore the rest of the book.
There is positively no way that we can force God into a corner with our little doctrines; for He is
sovereign. He does what He has determined to do, and He does it without checking with any of us to
see if it is alright to do it, and He does it to suit His own purpose without having to do the same thing in
every similar situation. The promises we find in the Bible lets us see how God desires to minister to our
individual lives, but we do not obligate him unless we meet every condition that is connected to those
promises. Too many times, we read Hebrews chapter 11, the faith chapter, realizing that everything
that comes from the divine presence of God comes by faith, but failing to take into account the trials and
tests that those men of faith had to overcome before that could be written about them. Our initial faith
is an impartation from God Himself, for we have nothing of ourselves. But that faith which lays hold upon
those promises is a faith that is built into us as we understand more and more of the word of God. When
we read Isaiah 53:1-7, in which we find that wonderful verse, “By whose stripes we are healed,” surely
we ought not fail to understand that God’s primary concern is to first get us out of our inherited dilemma.
Sickness and disease are the result of sin and alienation from God; therefore His first concern is not to
get your physical body healed. His primary concern is to get His foreknown children to the place where
they walk in complete harmony with Him, and healing for the body of flesh is only one of the promised
benefits that one may enjoy along the way. In other words, God is concerned about the healing of the
body of Christ, but not the healing of the sicknesses and diseases of the nations. Brothers and Sisters:
| hope you do not think | am preaching against divine healing; | am not. | just desire to see the body of
Christ get it into its proper place. | remember years ago when God first brought us out of the Methodist
Church into this wonderful light of His word. | just wanted to have the kind of faith that it seemed like
most everyone was preaching at that time. | wanted to get so spiritual, and have so much faith, that |
would never be sick again. Brother! | realize now, that if that ever happened, God would cease to be
a healer! Is that the way you wish to interpret the word of God? If it is, you will have to ignore a lot of
other scriptures. No, you may as well face it honestly: that is not what the Bible teaches. But | will say
this, If God has told you that you will never be sick: you will never be sick. But most of us face certain
trials and tests along the way, and it is important, how we deal with them. If we will not let the devil get
in and take over our thinking, somewhere along the way, God will intervene and take care of the problem.
It is a natural reaction for us to want deliverance as soon as a pain strikes us, but it is not right, and not
pleasing in the sight of God when we become frustrated, and just allow our thinking to run completely
wild. His word does not teach us that we should refuse medical help when it is available to us, but it
certainly does teach us, that whether we accept medical help or not, we should still have faith in God,
and believe that He will work out all things for our good.

AFFLICTION IS NOT SICKNESS AND DISEASE

There is an often quoted verse in the 34™ Psalm that | want us to look at, while we are still in the Old
Testament. Itis verse 19, “Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the Lord delivereth him



Divine Healing, Part 1, October 1983 Page 9 of 25

out of them all.” Now this is a promise, and it is usually used in connection with sickness and disease,
but if you will trace the word affliction, or afflictions, as it is used here, you will find that it has nothing at
all to do with sickness and disease: it is strictly used in connection with persecutions, attacks of the deuvil
in dozens of different ways. When the Lord looked upon the children of Israel in Egyptian bondage being
treated as they were, what did He say to Moses, out there on the back side of the desert? “l have seen
their afflictions.” He did not deliver them out of Egypt because of their sicknesses; He delivered them
because of their afflictions. He saw their afflictions, and heard the cries, but their cries were a result of
the way those Egyptians treated them. They hated them, and thought they could get rid of them by
working them to death, but God had other plans. He delivered them out of the hands of those Egyptians.
Is that the way God always delivers righteous souls that are being persecuted and ridiculed? No. He
delivers some of them by taking them to glory, after their heads have been cut off. He will never let a
truly righteous soul spend a lifetime in jail though, even though many of them spent quite a little time in
jail. Isaiah 53, even uses that word afflicted, in connection with Jesus Christ, so are we going to say that
Jesus was sick, or diseased? No. But He was hated, and persecuted, and ridiculed. That is how He
was afflicted. You just simply cannot interpret the scriptures according to the English usage of certain
words in our day, for the word affliction, is commonly applied to physically handicapped people in our day
and age. In the New Testament we find the word infirmity used quite often, where we, in our day might
use the word affliction; so we have to look at the scriptures in the light of the language used in the days
when they were written, rather than the way we use many of the same words in our day. Therefore | say,
Yes, God delivered those righteous saints out of their afflictions, (trials of persecution, ridicule, abuse,
and so forth) but some of them were delivered by having their heads cut off. Oh, Bro. Jackson, | certainly
do not want my head cut off. Neither do I, but God knows best, and if that is how my life is to glorify Him:
then thatis in His hands. Just think for a moment about how some of those early disciples of Jesus died.
We would never have allowed the apostle Peter to be crucified, nor Stephen stoned to death, and to
allow someone to be led to the old chopping block, and have their head cut off would be unthinkable to
us, but God allowed it. His ways are not our ways. He is not like a vending machine, where you have
many choices. He has one perfect way for us to walk in, and anything else is out of His perfect will. We
program everything down to a human level of reasoning, and then we wonder why, when we get people
saved, and their lived do not change. Then we try to get them healed, when all the time they are
continuing on in sin. Sure, God could heal every last one of them, but healing is not His first concern for
our lives. Some people will say, Well Jesus sure healed a lot of people when He walked on earth, and
Hebrews 13:8 says that He is the same yesterday, today, and forever. That is absolutely the truth; He
is the same, and His promises are the same, and always will be. But the effects of His promises are
always going to be regulated according to the will and purpose of God, instead of according to the
interpretation of Raymond Jackson, or the interpretations of any other preacher. God is running this
thing His way, and there is not one thing that any of us can do to change it. That is why many people
will absolutely end up in a ditch somewhere before the coming of the Lord. Why is that? Simply because
they will want Him here ten years before His scriptural time to be here. There were several of us young
fellows sitting under the ministry of Bro. Branham, expecting that the Lord would have been here before
now, but God is not bound by anything except His own word. Well, at least | never did have any part in
setting a certain date for the return of the Lord, and that is more than a lot of them can say. But my point
is, No matter how we may have interpreted certain scriptures 30 years ago, we are still here, and the
Lord still has not come. There is no way to force the hand of God before its time, and that has caused
a lot of denominational people to take an opposite extreme.

UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES OF HEALING

This side of the Reformation, denominational preachers of various movements have dogmatically
proclaimed that divine healing was just for the first age, and only the apostles were authorized to pray
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for the sick. | believe it goes without saying, that such men have lost out with God, or they would know
better than to say such a thing. They deny the very book they preach out of, simply because they do not
know how to interpretit. That causes them to look to medical science for all healing of every sort, when
actually God is the only source of healing there is. It is just a matter of getting our thinking in the right
channel. | will have to admit to you, that | did not understand these things when | was still in the
Methodist church. But since that time, God has opened my eyes, and allowed me to see clearly the
beautiful truth, that Jesus Christ is truly the same yesterday, today, and forever. It is man that has
changed. God deals with people according to their circumstances, and the opportunities they have had
to hear and believe His word, and even then, you cannot force Him to abide by any certain pattern.
Therefore the final analysis of it all, is that God and His word are forever the same, and religion itself is
full of unbelief. They preach unbelief, and the only thing their preaching can produce is more of the
same thing. Thatis according to God’s own law of sowing and reaping. You will always reap an increase
of what ever seed you sow. You simply cannot sow tare seed, and then reap a crop of wheat from them,
if you know what | mean. By the same token, you cannot preach unbelief, and have souls born into the
kingdom of God as a result of your preaching. But Bro. Jackson, there were at least 50 people that came
to the altar, in that meeting | attended last night. That has nothing at all to do with it; you simply cannot
change the word of God. History reveals that God many times has showed Himself to be a merciful
healer in certain sets of circumstances where those who witnessed it one time, might never have had
the same opportunity again. | am reminded of just such a thing, that | read from an old book about John
Wesley. He was not a preacher that preached on divine healing as many of the well known evangelists
of our day are known to do. But there are two particular cases recorded, that | want to relate to you. The
first is about a particular woman who was a devout follower of the teaching of John Wesley. The time
was at hand for her to deliver a child. Night came on, and the labor pains started, and they sent for the
doctor to come. The doctor came, and did all he could do, but there was no delivery, and her labor pains
turned into extreme agony. They feared for the poor woman’s life, but there was little that anyone could
do for her. Then someone fell upon the idea of calling for John Wesley to come and pray for her,
because of their belief in the prayers of that man of God. A runner was sent to bring him, but when he
arrived at the place where John Wesley was supposed to be staying, he was nowhere to be found. But,
do you know what happened? Someone said, Here is the bride off of his horse; take that. How silly,
some have said. But, Saints: Do not ever sell God short. Is there anything too hard for Him? That
runner took that old bride back, and they laid it across the woman’s stomach, and in just a very short
time, she delivered her baby. Do we question God? Absolutely not. | am sure the woman would not
have wanted to go through the same ordeal year after year, just to prove that God is still a healer, or that
God is still the same, but God allowed her, a precious believer, to suffer such an ordeal, so He could
show her just how real He truly is. Where did they get the idea to do such a thing, some may wonder?
They got it from the 19" chapter of Acts, where Paul was having such a great revival at Ephesus. Let
us read verses 11 & 12. “And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul: So that from
his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from
them, and the evil spirits went out of them.” The medical profession of our day would think a thing
like that was awful silly, but God used it then, and He has used it from time to time since the two
references we mentioned. But tell me, Should we preach that, and make a doctrine out of it? No. Itis
not recorded in the Bible, to be used as a foundation for a doctrine. It just allows us to see how a
sovereign God can do things for His own glory and honor without being forced to do it every time man
expects it to be done. That is why | said, God is not a vending machine.

SOMETHING YOU CANNOT BUY - NOR SELL

Another case involving John Wesley goes something like this, While John would be preaching, the Holy
Ghost would come upon people and they would just fall out under the power of the Spirit, and someone
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would haul them home in a wagon. They did not lay hands on them for this experience, it was altogether
a sovereign act of God. But in one particular service, there was a man present, who made fun of those
that passed out. He called them a bunch of fanatics, and thought that was all a lot of foolishness, but
God did not think it was foolishness, for a little later that man was found lying on the floor, with severe
cramps. The doctor was called, and he did all he could, but the man was still in agony, begging for
someone to do something. When they had done everything they knew to do, and the man thought he
was dying for sure, he said, See if you can get hold of the preacher by the name of John Wesley, and
ask him to come and pray for me. John Wesley came in, and knelt down over that poor man, as he lay
there screaming and wallowing on the floor, and prayed for him, and immediately his cramps were gone.
He never criticized the things of God any more. But do you know what that reminds me of? These
Church of Christ preachers on the radio, that are always challenging someone to come on their program
and heal someone, if there is any such thing as divine healing. | do not know how God lets them get by
with such ungodly criticism, but surely there is a reason why He does. They have even gone so far as
to offer 10,000 dollars for scientific proof that someone has been healed by the power of God. They are
blind, and cannot see where they are going. No one who has truly experienced divine healing, is looking
for an opportunity to sell his or her experience to a bunch of unbelievers like that. Maybe | should just
say it like this, To my knowledge, those who have accepted various challenges from them have never
been able to prove anything, for God is not in that sort of thing. They will get their proof in due time, but
it will never help their unbelieving souls, for that is not how the Father draws men to salvation.

WHO IS THE GOSPEL FOR?

As we look deeper into the salvational aspect of all these promises, we have to realize that they are
promises made by a sovereign God, and the benefits of them are bestowed upon needy humanity to
accomplish the purpose of this sovereign God. We have no right to lift any of them out of the Bible, with
the idea of applying them to our little church programs. We cannot even do that with the salvation of a
lost soul, so why should we be allowed to distribute the children’s bread in just any old carnal way? |
know all of you have heard at one time or another, some preacher say, Come on sinner, give your heart
to God; you can be saved any time, and any place you choose, so why not now. But that is not the truth.
That lost sinner cannot be saved until the Spirit of God draws him, no matter what the preacher may say.
Naturally when we look at the great commission, Jesus did not say, God into all the world and preach
the gospel to every (What?) Predestined seed. | grant you, | have known some characters that interpret
it that way, but God’s will is for us to preach the gospel to all who will listen to it, and He will save them,
all that have an ear to hear the Spirit of God saying. This is for you. Today is the day of your salvation.
We preach it as though the whole world is going to believe and be saved, but we know that only those
who were foreknown of the Father are going to believe unto salvation. We also know that the promises
of God are only to them, even though others have been known to receive the benefits of some of those
promises. | want to read John 6:44, to you though, in order that you may have scripture for what | just
said. “No man can come to me, (Jesus speaking) except the Father which hath sent me draw him:
and | will raise him up at the last day.” Our only authority, and our only responsibility to woo that
predestined soul, and cause him to see the need for his own personal salvation. The early apostles
never tried to manipulate the gospel message, and present it as though every person had a choice as
to when and where they would be saved, and neither did they go around just looking for predestined
seed to preach to. They preached as though they expected everyone that heard them to be saved, but
they were never known to arm wrestle anyone to an altar of prayer. Neither did they ever put a name
on the church roll. They left the bookkeeping to the only one who know which names belong on that
church roll, and those names were written there before God ever created anything. That is where His
great foreknowledge enters into the picture. He did not have to wait unto the end, to find out who would
believe and be saved. He already knew. The gospel is preached to call the heirs of salvation home to
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their inheritance, but those who preach it do not know who the heirs are, so they preach the message
to everyone who will listen. Praise God! I'm glad | don’t know which ones are predestined to believe.
| prefer to have Him running the thing. One thing | do know though, Many times God has healed a lost
man as a means of getting his attention, and usually when that happens, it gets the attention of a lot of
others also, but that is strictly in His hands. Man has no control over it. It is just like the case where the
Holy Ghost poured out upon the Gentiles in the house of Cornelius, before they were baptized in water.
God is sovereign; He can do that. But the promise in Acts 2:38, has a condition to be met first.
“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
AND YE SHALL RECEIVE THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST.” Now, notice the next verse. “For the
promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as (What?) The
Lord our God shall CALL.” Take that verse along with John 6:44, and you will see that only those who
are wooed by the Spirit of the Father will ever believe unto salvation. Bro. Jackson: Doesn't it say,
Whosoever will? Yes, but God knows who will. He even told Cain that if he would do right, he would be
accepted also, but He already knew Cain would not do right. God did not force Cain to do what he did,
but neither would He force him to do right either. He just allowed him to follow his inbred nature.

SOME MIRACLES CAUSE TROUBLE

Let me take you into the 5™ chapter of Acts now, for another view of this thing of divine healing. Jesus
is in Jerusalem on the Sabbath day, and finds His way to the pool of Bethesda where a lot of sick and
crippled folks were lying around the pool waiting for an angel to come down and stir the waters, in the
hope that they might be the one healed. One of those that lay there, was a man that had an infirmity for
38 years, and could not walk. Jesus looked at him and said, “Wilt thou be made whole?” (We have
to realize that Jesus was led of the Father to do this, for by His own words, He never did anything that
the Father did not lead him to do.) “The impotent man answered Him, Sir, | have no man, when the
water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while | am coming, another steppeth down before
me. (Only one person got healed each time the water was troubled.) Jesus said unto him, Rise, take
up thy bed, and walk. (He wasn’t lying on an army cot; it was just an old dirty blanket that he drug
around with him.) And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked:
and on the same day was the Sabbath.” This took place right in the middle of Judiastic church
headquarters. The Scribes and Pharisees were all around them, and this root out of a dry ground, this
tender young plant that has sprang up in the midst of this spiritual desolation, has stuck His neck out.
So notice verse 10, how those hypocrites reacted. “The Jews therefore said unto him that was
cured, It is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed on the Sabbath day. He answered the, He that
made me whole the same said unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk.” That really stirred them up.
They did not have any mercy or compassion; all they cared about was forcing everyone to keep the letter
of the law. So what did this miracle of healing do? It caused an uproar. The Father led Jesus to do that,
and it has caused nothing but trouble. The Jews are trying to kill Him for doing that on the Sabbath day.
It seems that the only one happy about it, is the man that was healed. | hope you get my point here, for
| see this healing as an act designed just to aggravate the critics, and give them something to talk about.
In other words, this is what God is going to judge these by. It was designed by the Father for this very
purpose. Jesus was not out on a healing campaign, or He would no doubt have healed some of those
other folks that were lying around the same pool. No. He healed that one man, because He had a
purpose in doing just that. Now | know some of you will say, It is the will of God to heal them all, and |
agree that from our human standpoint that would be nice. But | also know that if He did, we would soon
be like the children of Israel, that forgot what God had done from them down there in Egypt. The first
thing you know, we would be running around looking for Him to do something new. Do not tell me,
humans are not like that. People are very prone to forget just how good God is; but His main objective
is to keep His children in the line of His will.
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